
Some Thoughts on Grace 

“Most of us know that we are not under the Law as summarized in the Ten Commandments, yet 

we continue to labor under the principle of law. We seek to attain, instead of to obtain. Not until 

we are driven to the end of Romans Seven will we know the freedom of Romans Eight.” —Miles 

J. Stanford 

“So long as one thinks that his blessing depends in any way, or in any degree, upon himself, he is 

under the shadow of Sinai, and naturally we all gravitate in that direction. Many truly converted 

persons are more occupied with themselves, and in trying to improve their own condition, than in 

seeking to learn the grace of God. The result is that where there is a shallow work in the soul 

they get lifted up with pride and conceit, and perhaps deceive themselves so far as to think there 

is no sin in them. —C.A. Coates 

“There are earnest Christians who are jealous for a free Gospel, with acceptance of Christ, and 

justification by faith alone. But after this they think everything depends on their diligence and 

faithfulness. While they firmly grasp the truth, ‘justified by faith,' they have hardly noticed the 

larger truth, ‘the just shall live by faith.' They have not yet understood what a perfect Saviour the 

Lord Jesus is, and how He will each day do for the sinner just as much as He did the first day 

when they came to Him. They know not that the life of grace is always and only a life of faith, 

and that in the relationship to the Lord Jesus the one daily and unceasing duty of the disciple is to 

believe, because believing is the one channel through which Divine grace and strength can flow 

into the heart of man. The old nature of the believer remains evil and sinful to the last; it is only 

as he daily comes, all empty and helpless, to his Saviour to receive of His life and strength, that 

he can bring forth the fruits of righteousness to the glory of God.” —Andrew Murray 

“'Present yourself unto God as alive from the dead' (Rom. 6:13). This is the true ground of 

consecration. For believers to ‘consecrate themselves to God' ere they have learnt their union 

with Christ in death and resurrection is only to present to God the members of the natural man, 

which He cannot use. Only those ‘alive from the dead'—that is, having appropriated their 

likeness with Him in death—are bidden to present their members as instruments unto God. The 

modern teaching of consecration, which is tantamount to the consecration of the ‘old man,' seeks 

to bypass the death sentence and therefore only leads to frustration and failure. When, however, 

you and I are prepared, in simple humility, to make the fact of our death with Christ our daily 

basis of life and service, there is nothing that can prevent the uprising and outflow of new life, 

and meet the need of thirsty souls around us.” —J.C. Metcalfe 

“It is a harmful perversion of the truth of God to teach (as did the Puritan theologians) that while 

we are not to keep the law as a means of salvation, we are under it as a ‘rule of life.' Let a 

Christian only confess, ‘I am under the law,' and straightway Moses fastens his yoke upon him, 

despite all his protests that the law has lost its power. Men have to be delivered from the whole 

legal principle, from the entire sphere where law reigns, ere true liberty can be found. This was 

accomplished on the Cross. There we ‘died unto the law' (Gal. 2:19); we were there ‘discharged 

from the law' (Rom. 6:14). And those who believe this enter the blessed sphere where grace 

reigns. The Holy Spirit, indwelling the believer, performs in him the will of God, whose will, at 

last, is a delight (Rom. 8:3,4; 12:2).” —William R. Newell 


